ALESSANDRA FERIS

Following undergraduate studies in piano at the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazilian pianist Alessandra Feris was awarded a fellowship from KAAD to study at the Hochschule für Musik Franz Liszt in Weimar, Germany. In Weimar she concluded Künstlerisches Fortbildung-Aufbaustudium in Piano Performance and Künstlerisches Diplom in Piano, Chamber Music and Lied Accompanying, under the orientation of Thomas Steinhöfel and Lazar Berman. In 2001, she came to the United States as a student and teaching assistant of Rene Lecuona at the University of Iowa, where she received the Master’s Degree in Piano Performance. Under the direction of Carolyn Bridger and Read Gainsford, Alessandra Feris received the Doctoral Degree in Piano Performance at Florida State University in 2008.  She has achieved top prizes in competitions at national and international levels as well as received prestigious scholarships and awards from several institutions, as the ‘John Simms Piano Award’ For Outstanding Achievement in the Study of Music (University of Iowa) and the ‘2008 Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award’ at Florida State University. In the fall of 2008, Alessandra Feris was appointed to the Piano Faculty of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College (Jackson County Campus). She has served as an adjudicator in competitions in Brazil and in the U.S., and has recently been a guest artist/teacher at renowned universities as University of Southern Mississippi, James Madison University, University of South Alabama, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, in Brazil and Conservatorio de Artes Musicales y Sonoras “Carlos López Buchardo,” in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Additionally, she is devoted to the diffusion of Brazilian Music, and is often requested to premiere works by Brazilian contemporary composers. Dr. Feris, who is listed in Who’s Who in America 2010 and Who’s Who of American Women 2010, has performed widely as solo recitalist, concerto soloist and chamber musician in Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Europe and in the USA. Her recent performances include a debut recital at the prestigious Palacio de Bellas Artes (Sala Manuel M. Ponce) in Mexico City.
